
 
 

On June 26, 2018, the Minnesota Psychological Association posted a legislative update 

asking its members to weigh in on the potential licensure of Behavior Analysts, however there 

were inaccuracies in the information presented. The Minnesota Northland Association for 

Behavior Analysis (MNABA) and its members offer responses to those inaccuracies below.  

 
 
 
“From the other side, some psychologists feel that it is inappropriate to license a very specific technique, 
rather than a profession. It would be similar to requiring individuals who are certified in Dialectical 
Behavior Therapy to have a separate license.” 

 
Applied Behavior Analysis is a profession with 219 colleges and universities offering degree 

programs and course sequences in partnership to prepare students for credentialing by the Behavior 
Analyst Certification Board (BACB). In our region, there are here are eight colleges and universities that 
offer degree programs. The BACB has existed since 1998 and has since certified over 28,000 people 
worldwide at the BCBA level (master’s degree or higher), nearly 3,000 at the BCaBA level 
(undergraduate), and over 37,000 as Registered Behavior Technicians (front-line staff). In addition to 
rigorous standards for academic and experiential preparation at each level of certification, the BACB 
developed and oversees the Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for Behavior Analysts which 
guides professional Behavior Analysts in their daily work and to which strict adherence is required (as for 
any profession with a robust ethics code, such as psychology). 

The BACB is the credentialing body for professional Behavior Analysts but professional 
organizations such as the Association for Behavior Analysis International (and local chapters of ABAI 
including the Minnesota Northland Association for Behavior Analysis) and the Association for 
Professional Behavior Analysts are equally (if not more so) important partners in training, preparation, 
and ongoing education in our field.  
 
 
“Some also feel that if there is to be licensure, it should happen within the Board of Psychology, since it is 
only within psychology’s scope of practice, not other mental health professions, and psychologists should 
be providing oversight.” 
 

MNABA, partner in drafting the licensing bill for Behavior Analysts, is happy to work with the 
Board of Psychology or the Board of Behavioral Health and Therapy in this process. Currently the BBHT 
has been partnering in this legislation but a positive working relationship with the Board of Psychology is 
important to ensuring all licensed professionals feel comfortable that their scope of practice will not be 
unduly infringed upon. It should also be noted that while behavior analysis does come from psychology, 



psychology programs offer limited if any coursework in the field of behavior analysis. As noted above, 
there are standalone scientific, ethical, certification,  and professional bodies dedicated to the scope of 
behavioral practice.  

 
 

“The current licensure language for behavior analysts would require psychologists practicing this 
technique to be dually licensed, despite the fact that behavior analysis has long been the purview of 
psychologists.” 
 

This is a mis-reading of the bill: 
Sec. 8.  [148B.81] EXCEPTIONS TO LICENSE REQUIREMENT. 

Subdivision 1.  Other professionals.  Nothing in sections 148B.73 to 148B.88 shall be construed 
to: (1) prevent members of other professions or occupations from performing functions 
for which they are qualified or licensed; 

 
 
“Psychologists who are not dually licensed would be prevented from providing supervision to students.” 
 
This is correct and incorrect: 

Regardless of the bill’s passage, a person seeking certification as a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst must receive supervision from a BCBA in good standing. 

If a person is seeking licensure as a Psychologist in addition to certification as a BCBA, a 
psychologist could supervise their practice as usual, in accordance with APA requirements and with their 
qualifications/competencies; but a BCBA would be required to provide additional supervision hours in 
accordance to BCBA requirements. 

 
 

“Importantly, psychologists currently providing behavioral analysis services under the psychology scope 
of practice would be prohibited from using terms such as “behavior analysis” to describe their work 
unless they are dually licensed.” 
 

This is a mis-reading of the bill. A psychologist who practices behavior analysis within their scope 
of training and competency may use “behavior analysis” to describe their work. The prohibition is on the 
title – someone not licensed as a Behavior Analyst could not use “Behavior Analyst” in their title. 

Sec. 7, subd. 2: 
(c) Any person who is exempt from licensure under section 148B.81 must not use any of 
the titles identified in paragraph (a), or represent that they are licensed to engage in the 
practice of behavior analysis, unless that person is licensed as a behavior analyst or 
assistant behavior analyst under sections 148B.73 to 148B.88. 

 
 

“Would the current language allow individuals with the BCBA credential to be considered as a mental 
health professional? It is not clear.” 
 



This is a matter for a different statute (MN 245.462), however many BCBAs already qualify as 
mental health professionals: 

(7) in allied fields: a person with a master's degree from an accredited college or 
university in one of the behavioral sciences or related fields, with at least 4,000 hours of 
post-master's supervised experience in the delivery of clinical services in the treatment 
of mental illness. 
 
 

“This could be a workforce barrier if individuals wanting to get trained to provide this service must be 
both nationally certified and state licensed.” 
 

This is a concern for behavior analysts, both in effort and in cost, but opening up funding 
streams that are currently unavailable is a net positive. 

 
 

“Questions arise about whether individuals with this license would be able to diagnose certain 
conditions.” 
 

BCBAs, whether licensed or not, whether qualifying as mental health professionals or not, must 
practice within the scope of their training and competency. The title of behavior analyst in and of itself 
does not confer the ability to diagnose.  BCBAs are only able to diagnose if the have the proper training 
and qualifications. Licensing will not change this.  
 
 
“While today it is often thought of as a treatment for autism, the approach is also used to serve a wide 
range of clients such as individuals with developmental disabilities and people with behavioral issues 
related to Alzheimer’s disease and other cognitive impairments.” 

 

Yes, BCBAs are working with more populations than ever. Again, BCBAs, whether licensed or 
not, whether qualifying as mental health professionals or not, must practice within the scope of their 
training and competency. 

 

 

MNABA is committed to serving our community through the ethical dissemination of 

behavior analysis. This means that we are obliged to respond to misunderstandings about our 

field and practice. MNABA and the behavior analysis community at large encourages 

collaboration and discussion with other fields and practices. Through better understanding, we 

can better serve all of our clients. We hope our responses here lead to more discussions about 

behavior analysis and how to best serve our community together.  


