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THANK YOU 
TO OUR SPONSORS

JOIN OUR EXHIBITOR LUNCH

Friday, September 24th

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

MEET SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS THROUGH OUR APP!



SEPTEMBER 23

WORKSHOP Thursday, September 23rd 9am-12pm

WORKSHOP Thursday, September 23rd 9am-12pm

NEW BEHAVIOR ANALYST SUPERVISOR TRAINING

Angelica Aguirre / Minnesota State University Mankato
Odessa Luna / St. Cloud State University

This workshop is intended for BCBAs and upcoming BCBAs in good

standing and provide 3 hours of supervision CEUs. Held in conjunction

with the new supervisor training, this workshop will familiarize

attendees with the new 5th edition task list and changes to the

supervision requirements, as well as review supervision of ongoing

services for clients. (3.0 CEUS)

TRAINING PARENTS TO UTILIZE THE AIM
CURRICULUM WITH CHILDREN IN A HOME AND
CLINIC SETTING

Autumn McKeel / Emergent Learning Academy

The AIM curriculum (Dixon & Paliliunas, 2018) was developed to train

teachers how to implement daily lessons based from Acceptance &

Commitment Therapy (ACT) in addition to a token economy to

increase alternative behaviors. While important for school setting,

many parents with children with autism who are high functioning are

left with minimal tools to support them in decreasing problem behavior

long term. A modified version of AIM curriculum will teach practitioners

in a workshop setting to implement this curriculum directly with

children with autism and anxiety as well as teaching their parents how

to conduct the intervention at home. Even with a minimal repertoire in

ACT, participants will be able to conduct lessons with clients, develop

a home token economy, and teach parents to do the same. (3.0 CEUs)



SEPTEMBER 23

WORKSHOP Thursday, September 23rd 1pm-4pm

WORKSHOP Thursday, September 23rd 1pm-4pm

CONDUCTING FUNCTIONAL ANALYSES AND
FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION TRAINING VIA
TELEHEALTH

Angelica Aguirre / Minnesota State University Mankato
Odessa Luna / St. Cloud State University

This workshop is intended for BCBAs and upcoming BCBAs in good

standing and provide 3 hours of supervision CEUs. Held in conjunction

with the new supervisor training, this workshop will review supervision

of new trainees. Attendees will receive sample forms for supervision

contracts, hours documentation, skill documentation, and progress

reporting. (3 CEUs)

PRACTICAL FUNCTIONAL ASSESSMENT & SKILL-
BASED TREATMENT FOR PROBLEM BEHAVIOR:
PROCESS DESIGN SESSION

Kelsey Ruppel / FTF Behavioral Consulting

This interactive workshop is designed for professionals who have

attended a foundational training on the Practical Functional

Assessment and Skill-Based Treatment Processes (Hanley et al., 2014)

and are ready to design an individualized plan for a client in their

care. The session will focus on extracting unique synthesized

reinforcement contingencies from completed interviews, designing

safe and effective functional analyses, and designing the initial steps

of the Skill-Based Treatment based upon individual client treatment

goals. Questions and discussion will be encouraged. 

Attendees interested in participating who have not attended a

foundational training are encouraged to take the on-demand course

at www.ftfbc.com prior to the workshop. (3 CEUs)



SEPTEMBER 23

ETHICS
PANEL

Thursday, September 23rd 4pm -5pm

ABA AND PBS IN A SHARED CONTEXT OF VALUES
AND ETHICAL PRACTICE

Moderator: Angelica Aguirre / Minnesota State University Mankato

Behavior Analysts and Positive Behavior Support practitioners are

much more alike than we are different. The fact that many of us

identify with both labels is a testament to this reality. The science

behind our practices is one reason, and another (which tends to live

below the radar) is our increasingly shared set of values. This panel

session will highlight the new ethics code from the Behavior Analyst

Certification Board, set to go into effect in 2022, which for the first

time offers core principles as a guiding framework for specific

practice requirements. We will connect the Code with person-

centered practices that, long a hallmark of PBS, are becoming more

commonly apparent as a context for the work of Behavior Analysts.

Given the current challenges faced by Behavior Analysts and PBS

practitioners in controlling the messaging about what our professions

are and what they are not, it is more important than ever to

coordinate our positive messages to the communities we serve. (1

Ethics CEU)
LUNCH &
LEARN

TRISTA  KNUDSON

Panelist/ MNABA

NICOLE BERNING

Panelist / Minnesota Department of Human Services



SEPTEMBER 23

POSTER
BLITZ Thursday, September 23rd 5:30pm-7:30pm

POSTER BLITZ

Join us for our data blitz style poster session. CEUs are available for

all attendees (2CEUs)

A BRIEF ZOOM-FACILITATED MINDFUL AND
INTUITIVE EATING INTERVENTION TO DECREASE
DISORDERED EATING

Jenna Anderson / Minnesota State University, Mankato

THREE-STEP PROMPTING: TEACHING YOUNG
CHILDREN WITH AUTISM TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS

Amanda Barton / Southwest West Central Service Cooperative 

AN EXPLORATION INTO CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS
ASSOCIATED WITH DOWN SYNDROME

Jemma Williams / Drake University

INCREASING COMPLIANCE WITH DENTAL ROUTINES
FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

Alexis Waldin, M.S., BCBA, Jamie Kragseth, M.A., BCBA, Taylor
Lundgren, M.S., BCBA, & Leah Willett, M.S., BCBA / Holland Center

A COMPARISON OF NEUTRAL VS PERSEVERATIVE
TOKENS WITHIN A TOKEN ECONOMY

Rachel Schuth, B.A., RBT, Alexis Waldin, M.S., BCBA, & Stephanie Taft,
M.A., BCBA / Holland Center 

PILOTING A VIRTUAL TEACHING TRAINING PACKAGE

Cassandra L. Rawlings, Odessa Luna, PhD, BCBA-D, and Jessica M.
Petri/ Saint Cloud State University 



SEPTEMBER 24

LUNCH &
LEARN

Friday, September 24th 8:30am -9am

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AND LICENSING UPDATE

Angelica Aguirre / MNABA President
Eric Larsson / MNABA Legislative Chair

Updates on MNABA news, and what's to come in the next year.



KEYNOTE Friday, September 24th 9am -10:15am

SEPTEMBER 24

TOWARDS THE MEASUREMENT OF PROTECTIVE
FACTORS: AN EVALUATION OF THE BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH INDEX

Gregory Hanley / FTF Behavioral Consulting

Applied Behavior Analysis has a long history of developing precise direct

measures of behavior from which to evaluate the effects of singular

changes to environmental conditions. This intimate means of

understanding behavior-environment relations has allowed for the

development of a range of effective behavior-change tactics. In the

context of assessing and treating severe problem behavior, direct

measures of rates of SPB have proved similarly useful. Nevertheless,

reliance on rate of SPB does not allow one to determine whether a client is

merely being managed, medicated, or mollified versus developing

protective factors against the SPB. In other words, there appears to be a

need to be able to measure progress away from risk factors associated

with SPB and the negative impact SPB has on quality of life towards

protective factors. The behavioral Health Index (BHI) was developed to

address this need. In this presentation, the reliability and sensitivity of the

Behavioral Health Index will be presented.



SEPTEMBER 24

PANEL Friday, September 24th, 10:25am-11:30am

PANEL: LOCAL PRACTITIONER EXPERIENCES WITH
COVID-19

Moderator: Angelica Aguirre / Minnesota State University Mankato

Angelica is a faculty member at MSU Mankato and MNABA

President. 1.5 CEUs are available for this event.

AMY SIPPL

Panelist /  The READY Clinic

SARA ATHMANN

Panelist / Online Behavior Consultant

MELYSSA MCDONOUGH

Panelist / The Mentor Network

AGNIESZKA KETTLEWELL

Panelist /  Wayzata Public Schools



SEPTEMBER 24

EXHIBITOR
LUNCH

Friday, September 24, 11:30am-12:30pm

LUNCH WITH EXHIBITORS

Join us in our virtual exhibition space through your MNABA app for a

social event featuring our exhibitors! Win prizes and connect while

apart!

BEHAVIORAL DIMENSIONS, INC.

Platinum Sponsor / behavioraldimensions.com

LIFESCAPE

Platinum Sponsor / lifescapesd.org

LOVAAS INSTITUTE MIDWEST

Gold Sponsor / lovaas.com

CARAVEL AUTISM HEALTH

Gold Sponsor / caravelautism.com

SOLUTIONS BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONALS

Platinum Sponsor / solutionsinpractice.org

FRASER

Gold Sponsor / fraser.org

BEHAVIOR CARE SPECIALISTS

Gold Sponsor / behaviorcarespecialists.com

SWWC SERVICE COOPERATIVE

Exhibitor / swsc.org





SEPTEMBER 24

BREAKOUT Friday, September 24th 12:30pm -1:20pm

PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATION USE IN AUTISM
SPECTRUM DISORDERS - WHAT'S A BEHAVIOR
ANALYST TO DO?

Maria Valdovinos / Drake University

Individuals with developmental disabilities such as Autism Spectrum

disorders are often prescribed psychotropic medication to treat

aggression and self-injury. Evaluation of these medications is often

based on caregiver report or changes in frequency of behavior.

However, by carefully tracking the various dimensions of behavior,

members of the care team are in a better position to determine what

impact psychotropic medication regimens have on behavior. This

presentation will explore how behavior analysts can assess the effects

of psychotropic medication on behavior taking into account potential

motivating operations produced by medication effects. By the end of

this presentation, attendees should be able to explain: the role that

psychotropic medication may play in affecting behavior; the need for

continued assessment of behavior during psychotropic medication

changes; and the potential for revisions to behavior support plans

based on those continued assessments. (1 CEU)
LUNCH &
LEARN

BREAKOUT Friday, September 24th 12:30pm -1:20pm

PROMOTING QUALITY FEEDBACK
CONVERSATIONS IN SUPERVISION

Nicole Gravina / University of Florida

Feedback is an essential component of supervision and management,

yet it can be difficult to deliver feedback effectively. In this webinar,

Dr. Nicole Gravina will describe evidence-based strategies to

facilitate high-quality feedback conversations that will enhance

performance and safety. Some of the strategies will include

developing rapport, using effective feedback components, and

soliciting feedback on the feedback. Attendees will leave with ideas

for improving their own feedback conversations. (1 CEU)



SEPTEMBER 24

BREAKOUT Friday, September 24th 1:30pm -2:20pm

THE EFFECTS OF A TRANSITION TO DIRECT
DELIVERY OF ABA TREATMENT DURING THE COVID-
19 PANDEMIC 

Joy Pollard / Behavior Change Institute

New telehealth service delivery models have emerged during the

COVID-19 pandemic to address access barriers, including a direct

telehealth service model of ABA services. Recent research has

suggested that direct delivery of ABA treatment via telehealth can be

successful for some patients (DiGennarro Reed, 2020; Ferguson et al.,

2020; Pollard et.al, 2020). Telehealth service delivery models benefit

families by facilitating patient choice and timely access to care in

both rural and urban communities. In this session, we will review data

from patients who transitioned from in-person delivery of ABA services

to direct delivery via synchronous videoconference. We will also review

how we addressed challenges with implementing different telehealth

service delivery models. Case studies and video examples of clients

receiving direct ABA treatment via telehealth will be presented to

demonstrate different models of direct telehealth service delivery

outlined in the Council for Autism Service Providers Telehealth Practice

Parameters. We will review sample protocols for pre-teaching skills to

individuals to allow them to participate more meaningfully in

telehealth sessions as well as strategies to prepare families and

behavior technicians for telehealth delivery of ABA services.  (1 CEU)
BREAKOUT

http://et.al/


SEPTEMBER 24

BREAKOUT Friday, September 24th 1:30pm -2:20pm

STIMULUS PREFERENCE AND REINFORCER
ASSESSMENTS FOR VIDEOS: MANUAL AND
WEB-BASED OPTIONS

Hugo Curiel / University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

The identification of preferred stimuli and reinforcing stimuli are

crucial for program development and effective behavior change. We,

as behavior analysts, have greatly benefitted from the use of

established stimulus preference assessment and reinforcer assessment

procedures in our research and practice. Stimulus preference

assessments have been used to identify preferences for a large array

of stimulus modalities (e.g., edibles, tangibles, social interactions).

Video content is another stimulus modality that has more recently

received attention. This presentation will focus on the use of the

multiple-stimulus-without-replacement (MSWO) preference

assessment to identify video preferences. The first part of the

presentation will demonstrate how multiple tablets can be used to

identify video preference hierarchies and their reinforcing effects. The

second part of the presentation will demonstrate a free and

interactive web-based program (the MSWO Preference Assessment

Tool) and its functions. The program was specifically developed for the

purpose of identifying video preferences.(1 CEU)



SEPTEMBER 24

BREAKOUT Friday, September 24th 2:30pm -3:20pm

THE "S-WORD": A DEEP DIVE INTO THE WORLD OF
SEX AND BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS

Shane Spiker / PBS, Corp.

Sex and sexuality is an area of competence that is widely discussed

but sorely lacking in application and research. Behavior analysts are

highly likely to encounter clinically and socially significant challenges

related to sexuality, even in treatment settings where these concerns

might not be as overt. Given the nature of these types of behaviors as

well as the populations we commonly work with, our work in this area

is complex and requires a special level of care. In this discussion. Dr.

Shane T. Spiker will highlight some of the common and uncommon

challenges that arise in this behavior, and provide some next steps for

the audience to begin developing the necessary tools to begin work in

sex and sexuality. (1 CEU)



SEPTEMBER 24

BREAKOUT Friday, September 24th 2:30pm -3:20pm

BUILDING A BEHAVIOR TEAM IN SCHOOLS:
UTILIZING DATA-BASED DECISIONS TO SUPPORT A
BEHAVIORAL EDUCATION

Shelby Wolf / Northstar Behavior & Learning

As the world of education continues to evolve, there is a need for a

paradigm shift in schools to support students’ behavioral and

emotional education. Positive Behavior Interventions and Support

(PBIS) has paved the way for supporting students and laying the

groundwork for establishing a universal curriculum for behavioral

expectations in a school setting. However, establishing a school-wide

framework is not an easy feat or for the faint of heart. It takes work,

passion, and grit. This presentation will provide a guide map for

creating this framework and implementing it within a public-school

setting, sharing strategies and data from an actual case study.

Starting at Tier 1 supports and moving beyond to Tier 3 supports, this

presentation will provide guidance on building a team for a better

future for students and staff alike.  (1 CEU)


